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Saturday, September 27, 2014

Meeting Location & Time: 
DBVI in Richmond (Library & Resource Center Conference Room); Scheduled Time 10:00am until 3:00pm
Attendees:
There were 51 total people in attendance, including:

8 Deafblind attendees

16 Support Service Providers (SSPs)/Helpers
14 Guests
13 Interpreters & CART Providers
(See the end of these meeting minutes for a complete listing of attendees.)
Minutes:
10:35am – 10:45am: The meeting was formally called to order by President Jenny McKenzie.  The President started with an invocation and welcome to all attendees.  Then all attendees made self-introductions.
10:45am – 12:00pm:  Haptics Workshop, presented by Ann Olliff, VADB Vice President, and Jesie Stephenson, an interpreter from HKNC in New York.  Haptics (also called Pro-tactile) is a relatively new topic to the deafblind community, and it involves the use of special signs on a deafblind presenter’s back or other body part to convey information about the set-up of the room and the level of interest of the participants.  While VP Olliff gave the workshop, Ms. Stephenson provided information to her via Haptics.  This workshop demonstrated how much information can be conveyed to a presenter and how much better he/she is able to understand what is happening in the room so as to be able to adjust his/her presentation style as needed to better engage the audience.  Via Haptics, the presenter has better control of the room and of his/her presentation in general.

12:00pm – 1:25pm:  Lunch was provided free of charge to all attendees, courtesy of VDDHH/ iCanConnect.

1:25pm – 1:35pm:  The 2014 Nelson Malbone Community Service Award was presented to Elizabeth Spiers for her dedicated service to the deafblind community.  A Special Appreciation Award was presented to The Virginia Association of the Blind for helping VADB get started back in the 1990s and for encouraging VADB to become the organization it is today.
1:35pm – 1:45pm: An update on the Virginia SSP Program was provided by Elizabeth Spiers (Program Director of DeafBlind Services, DBVI)

1:45pm – 2:00pm: An update on the iCanConnect Deaf-Blind Equipment Distribution Program was provided by Clayton Bowen (Relay and Technology Programs Manager, VDDHH)

2:00pm – 2:40pm: Social Time and Icebreaker Game
2:40pm – 3:15pm: Auction of Baked Goods.  A total of $140.00 was raised for VADB via the auctioning of donated baked goods.
3:15pm: President McKenzie thanked everyone for their attendance, and the meeting was adjourned.

Attendees at the 2014 VADB Annual Meeting (Total = 51):
Deafblind attendees (8):

1. Jenny McKenzie (VADB)

2. Elizabeth Spiers (VADB, DBVI, presenter)

3. Ann Olliff (VADB, presenter)

4. Mary Jo Champe (VADB)

5. Julie Brown (VADB)

6. Valerie Luther (VADB)

7. Angela Hill (VADB)

8. Nancy Brown (VADB)

SSPs/Helpers (16):

1. Beth Hammer (VADB)

2. Linda Thornton (VDDHH, VADB)
3. Paige Berry (HKNC, VCU, VADB)

4. Sandy Price (VADB)
5. Helen Justice

6. Genevieve Baca (JSRCC)

7. Weston Broache (JSRCC)

8. Suzy Cardwell (JSRCC)

9. Lynn Foster Mahon (JSRCC)

10. Liz Franklin (JSRCC)

11. Marshall Harris (JSRCC)

12. Chantell Jones (JSRCC)

13. Teresa Lyden (JSRCC)

14. Cathy Simpson (JSRCC)

15. Shelly Thompson (JSRCC)

16. Jamie Waite (Germanna CC)
Guests (14):

1. Jessica Stephenson (HKNC, presenter)

2. Frank Brown (Nancy’s son)

3. Linda Robinson (Friend of Ann Olliff)

4. Clayton Bowen (VDDHH, presenter)

5. Gary Talley (VDDHH)

6. Samantha Ruhland (VDDHH)

7. Christine Ruderson (VDDHH)

8. Trish Banks (VDDHH)

9. Mary Steele (VAB President)

10. Hazel Burton (VAB Exec. Director)

11. John Mabrey (VAB 1st VP)

12. Mary Simpson (VAB 2nd VP)

13. Deborah Grimes (VAB Treasurer)

14. Cornelius Redmand (VAB)
Interpreters & CART Provider (13):

1. Earl Elkins

2. Kathy Elkins

3. Elaine Hernandez (VADB)
4. Ellen Vaughan (VADB)
5. Diane McKeon

6. Shirley Musik

7. Judy Johnson-Bradley

8. Reba Poole
9. Sallie Mae Pauley (VADB)
10. Karen Brimm (VADB)
11. Tonya Custalow-Pearsall

12. Ellen Trimble

13. Rhonda Tuck (CART Stenographer)

